Praver of Adoration

Psalm 100
1 Make a joyful shout to the LORD, all you lands!
2 Serve the LORD with gladness;
Come before His presence with singing.
3 Know that the LORD, He is God;
It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves;
We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.
4 Enter into His gates with thanksgiving,
And into His courts with praise.
Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.
5 For the LORD is good;
His mercy is everlasting,
And His truth endures to all generations.

Matthew 6:9
9 In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your
name.

1. Describe the different ways adoration is depicted in Psalm 100?
2. What does it mean to bless the Lord’s name?

“Prayer is the human response to the perpetual outpouring of love by which God
lays siege to every soul. When our reply to God is most direct of all, it is called
adoration. Adoration is the spontaneous yearning of the heart to worship, honor,
magnify, and bless God.” —Richard Foster, Prayer

3. Who/What is it that you tend to adore most and why?
4. Can you describe a significant life event in which your experience

has and continues to prompt you to offer an outpouring of adoration
to God?

Matthew 16:13-18

13 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His
disciples, saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?”

14 So they said, ‘“Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, ‘“But who do you say
that I am?”’ 16 Simon Peter answered and said, ‘“You are the Christ, the Son
of the living God.” 17 Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you,
Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My
Father who is in heaven. 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on

* hallowed -- 1 : to make holy or set apart for holy use. 2 : to respect greatly : VENERATE

this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail
against it.

5. Why does God want us to adore Him? How does prayerful
adoration toward God change us?

“Our God is not made of stone. His heart is the most sensitive and tender of
all. No act goes unnoticed, no matter how insignificant or small.” —Foster

“Think of Jesus healing the ten lepers. Only one returned to give thanks, and
he a Samaritan. How moved Jesus was by the one, how saddened by the
nine! Think of the woman who bathed her Master’s feet with the tears of
gratitude. How stirred he was by her simple devotion! Think of the woman
who in outlandish waste anointed Jesus’ head with costly perfume. How
touched he was by this lavish act of adoration! And what about us? Dare we
hold back? It brings joy to the heart of God when we grip that pierced hand
and say simply and profoundly, ‘Thank you, bless you, praise you!’” —Foster

6. Foster comments that prayerful adoration of God can be
difficult; he suggests that inattention, distraction, greed and
conceit can be obstacles. In your experience, why do you find it
hard to prayerfully adore God? Do you find it difficult to praise
to God solely for who he is in himself and not for what he has
done for us? Why or why not?

7. How can we overcome this resistance in order to freely offer
adoration to God through prayer? How might celebration in our
artistic communities serve as an aid toward the prayerful
adoration of God?

Psalm 103
I1 Bless the LORD, O my soul;

The Haven mission statement is:
To empower artists to influence the culture for Christ.

Discussion Guidelines:

—_

. Allow everyone a chance to speak. If you are bursting with ideas and tend to share a lot
— great — but occasionally pause a bit before you go, sometimes the quieter ones are just
waiting for their chance and they need a little space before they go.

2. Respect the opinions of others, and refrain from giving advice.

. Keep discussion focused on the material being studied.

4. Maintain the confidentiality of personal things shared within the group.
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