Reaching for the Sublime

(Sublime. adj., v.: Inspiring awe; impressive; convert to something of higher worth.)

Phil 4:® Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think
about such things.

e What do you find true, noble, right, pure, lovely, and admirable?

Exodus 33: '° And the LORD said, "I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I
will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. *° But," he said, "you
cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live."

2! Then the LORD said, "There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. ** When my
glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have
passed by. 2 Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be
seen."...

Exodus 34: ° Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed
his name, the LORD. % And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD,
the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, ’
maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not
leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers
to the third and fourth generation."

¥ Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped.

e According to this passage, what is God’s true nature? Which elements resonate with you?

s How can our art reach for the sublime?

Discussion Guidelines:

1. Allow everyone a chance to speak. If you are bursting with ideas and tend to share a lot — great — but occasionally
pause a bit before you go, sometimes the quieter ones are just waiting for their chance and they need a little space
before they go.

2. Respect the opinions of others, and refrain from giving advice.

3. Keep discussion focused on the material being studied.

4. Maintain the confidentiality of personal things shared within the group.




